Summary (Decisions) of the Finance Meeting of Blaenavon Town Council held on
Wednesday the 10" of JUNE 2026 at 6:30 pm on a hybrid basis in the Council Chamber at
101, High Street, Blaenavon and remotely in accordance with the Local Government and
Elections (Wales) Act 2021

The full minutes of the meeting are subject to confirmation at the Council Finance Meeting to
be held on Wednesday the 8" of July 2026.

In attendance:

Councillors in attendance: J. Davies (Chair), S. Maslen, L. Cowles, L. Evans, N. Matthews,
Porter, A. Beavan, M. Wheeler, A. Lewis.

Absent: J. Hunt.

Youth Representatives: B. Paynter, D. Morse.

Officers: K. Warren (Chief Officer, CO), K. Jones (Assistant Chief Officer, ACO).
Visitors: None present.

Members of public: None present.

The finance meeting was opened at 6:30pm by the Deputy Mayor Councillor Davies who
welcomed everyone and expressed thanks for attendance.

1. To receive any questions from the public.

None received.

2. To receive and accept apologies.

The Chief Officer informed the chairperson that the following apologies had been received.

e Cllr Griffin
e Clir Parfitt

It was proposed by ClIr Davies and seconded by ClIr Evans that the apologies be accepted.
All members in agreement.
Resolved: Apologies accepted.

3. Declarations of Interest.
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None declared.

4. Council Meetings: To confirm the minutes of the Council Finance Meeting held on
the 13 of May 2026.

Minutes were read for accuracy with no amendments.
It was proposed by ClIr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Wheeler that the minutes be accepted.
All members in agreement.

Resolved: Minutes approved as a true and accurate record.

5. Responsible Finance Officer’s Update: To receive and consider the May 2026
financial updates.

Mr Warren (RFO) forwarded to members the 2026 financial reports electronically in advance
of the meeting which detailed the following areas:

Income and Expenditure

Credit Card Payments

Cheque Payments

Bacs Payments

Cash Book Transactions

Bank Reconciliation (Bank Statements 200)
Project Expenditure

Budget

VAT

Petty Cash

Mr Warren presented to members each of the above areas of finance for May 2026 and
highlighted any relevant information.

The was no income this month.

The monies from the Befriending Film Club and Bristol coach trip are still to be banked.
Members were invited to ask any questions in relation to the information presented.
Members were happy with the presentation.

It was proposed by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by ClIr Beavan that the financial report for
May 2026 be accepted.

All members in agreement.

Resolved: Financial update for May 2026 accepted by members.

6. To receive and make any relevant determination regarding an update relating to
funding for a proposed Heritage Day event.
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An email from Rebecca Hartley had been circulated to all Members prior to the meeting.

Members noted that no funding allocation had yet been confirmed by Torfaen County
Borough Council (TCBC) and discussed the limited timescale associated with the proposed
funding.

ClIr Matthews provided an update following attendance at a World Heritage Site Steering
Group meeting. Members were advised that funding approval had been delayed due to the
pre-election period, with formal sign-off expected to take place the following week.

A grant of up to £11,000 had been discussed, subject to certain conditions, including the
delivery of a town centre event by the end of 2026. It was also noted that the funding would
be provided on a one-off basis only.

Members were informed that a meeting had been arranged for the 11" of June 2026 between
Rebecca Hartley, Council Officers and the Events Working Group to discuss the funding

proposal and associated conditions in further detail.

Members considered previous determinations made by the Council and discussed the
capacity of the Council to successfully deliver an event within the required time limit.

The Chief Officer shared Officers’ annual leave arrangements for June, July and August,
highlighting current staffing capacity and resource implications.

Following further discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Davies, seconded by ClIr Cowles to
await the outcome of the meeting with Rebecca Hartley before making any further
determinations.

All members in agreement.

Resolved: Members to await outcome of meeting with Rebecca Hartley.

7. To discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding the setting of a suitable
date for a second round of grant application requests.

Following the determination made in the May Finance meeting a brief discussion took place
amongst members regarding dates for a second round of grant applications.

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by ClIr Beavan that the grant applications be
launched as soon as practicable for discussion and determinations to be made in the July Full
Council meeting.

All members in agreement.

Resolved: Grant applications to be launched as soon as practicable for discussion and
determinations to be made in the July Full Council meeting.
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9. To discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding the purchase of an
inflatable marquee.

The ACO, at the request of Members, had forwarded a link received from Forgeside
Community Garden regarding inflatable marquees for Members' consideration.

Members discussed the potential purchase of an inflatable marquee and considered its
suitability and value to the Council.

It was proposed by Clir Wheeler, seconded by Cllr Maslen not to proceed with the purchase
of an inflatable marquee at this time.

Thew ACO will update Forgeside Community Garden.
All members in agreement.
Resolved: Not to purchase an inflatable marquee.

10. Appointment of one representative as the Minor Authority Governor at Blaenavon
World Heritage School.

A discussion took place amongst members.

ClIr Porter agreed to continue as the council’s representative as school Governor.

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Beavan.

All members in agreement.

Resolved: Cllr Porter to remain as school governor for Blaenavon Heritage School.
11. To discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding correspondence

received from One Voice Wales relating to Councillor attendance at Gwent Valleys
Area Committee meetings.

An email from One Voice Wales had been circulated to all Members prior to the meeting.

The email highlighted concerns regarding poor attendance by council representatives at
Gwent Valleys Area Committee meetings, as identified in a 2025 report.

Members discussed the matter and the importance of maintaining representation at Area
Committee meetings.

It was proposed by ClIr Cowles and seconded by Clir Evans that where the Council's
appointed representatives, currently Cllr Evans and ClIr Lewis, are unable to attend a Gwent
Valleys Area Committee meeting, all Members shall be notified and an alternative Cllr
representative to attend on behalf of the Council.

All members in agreement.
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Resolved: When the appointed representatives are unable to attend a Gwent Valleys Area
Committee meeting, all Members shall be notified and an alternative Cllr representative to
attend on behalf of the Council.

12. To discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding the civic flag-raising
ceremony on Monday 22 June 2026 to mark the start of Armed Forces Week.

Members discussed arrangements for the proposed civic flag-raising ceremony to mark the
start of Armed Forces Week.

It was proposed by ClIr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Matthews to contact Blaenavon Branch
Royal British Legion (RBL) to request access to the Cenotaph and to coordinate the flag-
raising ceremony in conjunction with the RBL and a service led by Father Chris Walters.

All members in agreement.

Resolved: Chief Officer to contact RBL to request access to the Cenotaph and to coordinate
the flag-raising ceremony in conjunction with the RBL.

13. To discuss and make a determination regarding potential Town Council projects for
allocation into the Project Action Plan 2026/27. Relevant updates or new projects as
notified.

The proposed refurbishment of the flower boxes on Cwmavon Road roundabout project was
displayed on screen.

A brief discussion took place amongst members.
It was proposed by Cllr Evans and seconded by ClIr Cowles.

All members in agreement
Resolved: Refurbishment of the flower boxes on Cwmavon Roundabout project supported.

All members in agreement.

Meeting ended at 19:19 hrs.
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