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Summary (Decisions) of the Full Council meeting of Blaenavon Town Council held on 

Wednesday the 24thof of September 2025 at 6:30 pm on a hybrid basis in the council 

chamber at 101 High Street Blaenavon and remotely in accordance with the Local 

Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 

The full minutes of the meeting are subject to confirmation at the Full Council meeting to be 

held on Wednesday the 22nd of October 2025. 

In attendance: 

Councillors: L. Evans (In the Chair) L. Cowles, N. Matthews, M. Wheeler, A. Beavan, T. 

Porter, S. Maslen, J. Davies, A. Lewis. 

Absent: J. Hunt. 

Youth Representatives: Boyd Paynter & Daniel Morse 

Chaplain: Dr Fr Chris Walters 

Officers: Kevin Warren (Chief Officer, CO), Kerry Jones (Assistant Chief Officer, ACO), 

Sophie Johnson (Community Wellbeing Development Officer, CWDO). 

Visitors: Bethan McPherson (Head of Communities and Renewal TCBC), Simon Read 

(Torfaen HDRC), Amy Evans TCBC, Jordan Everett (TCBC), Louis Phillips (Prolx 

Productions). 

 

Members of public: None present. 

The Full Council meeting was opened at 6:30pm by Mayor Cllr Evans who welcomed 

everyone and expressed thanks for attendance. 

 

1. To receive any questions from the public.  

None received. 

 

2. To receive and accept apologies. 

The Chief Officer informed the chairperson that the following apologies had been received. 

• Cllr Griffin 

• Cllr Parfitt 

It was proposed by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Beavan that the apologies be accepted.  

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Apologies accepted. 
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3. Declarations of Interest 

 

• Cllr Wheeler - Personal - item 23 

• Cllr Davies - Personal - item 23 

• Cllr Cowles - Personal - item 23 

• Cllr Evans - Personal - item 23 

 

7. Council Meetings: To confirm the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 

23rd of July 2025.  

 

Minutes were read for accuracy with no amendments.  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Wheeler that the minutes be accepted.  

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Minutes accepted as a true and accurate record. 

 

15. To receive an update and make any relevant determinations relating to the use of a 

Time Capsule to mark the 25th Anniversary of World Heritage Status. 

Cllr Matthews presented an overview of a proposed 25th Anniversary project in partnership 

with Blaenavon Heritage VC Primary School, involving the time capsule originally sourced 

from GOS Engineering by the late Cllr Alan Jones. 

A brief discussion took place amongst members. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Beavan to support the project.  

 

All members in agreement.  

 

Resolved: Time capsule project supported. 

 

17. To receive, discuss and adopt draft Town Council policies relating to. 

 

• Social Media 

• Communication 

• Complaints 

 

The policies were forwarded to all members ahead of the meeting and shown on screen. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr Cowles to adopt the Town Council 

social media, communication, and complaints policies 2025. 

 

All members in agreement. 
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Resolved: Blaenavon Town Council social media, Communication and Complaints policies 

2025 adopted. 

 

18. To discuss and propose a Town Councillor representative to sit on the Ethics and 

Standards Committee at TCBC. 

 

Cllr Davies proposed herself to be the nominated representative.  

This was seconded by Cllr Wheeler that Cllr Davies be the nominated representative for 

Blaenavon Town Council. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved:  Chief Officer to inform TCBC regarding the Town Council’s nomination for the 

Ethics and Standards Committee at TCBC. 

 

19. To discuss and make a determination regarding potential Town Council projects for 

allocation into the Project Action Plan 2025/26. Relevant updates or new projects as 

notified. 

 

None received. 

 

20. To receive, discuss and make a determination regarding planning applications. 

 

The planning applications were forwarded to members ahead of the meeting. 

 

A discussion took place amongst members. There were no objections. 

 

Resolved: No objections from members  

 

21. To receive, discuss and make any relevant determinations concerning items relating 

to correspondence. 

None received. 

 

Cllr Evans proposed to adhere to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 

This was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Wheeler. 

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 was adhered to. 

 

 
Recording confirmed as stopped by the Chief Officer at 19:44 hrs 

By virtue of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and the 

public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the basis that disclosure 

thereof would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted. 
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Both Youth Representatives, Chaplain and Louis Phillips left the meeting.  

 

22. To discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding Torfaen Community 

Partnership. 

Members discussed the Torfaen Community Partnership meetings previously attended by 

Blaenavon Town Council representatives.  

It was strongly felt that these meetings had not provided sufficient value to the council, and 

that time would be better spent developing more meaningful and relevant partnerships in 

other areas of council work. 

It was proposed by Cllr Beavan, seconded by Cllr Davies, that Blaenavon Town Council 

withdraw from the Torfaen Community Partnership group. 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Blaenavon Town Council to withdraw from the Torfaen Community Partnership. 

 

23. To discuss and make any relevant determinations regarding nominations for Civic 

Awards and Grant Applications 2025 

 

Grant Applications 2025 

 

All grant application requests were forwarded to members prior to the meeting.  

Members discussed all applications received, namely: 

• Blaenavon Santa 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews to support the request by way of purchasing equipment to 

the value of £338.40. This was seconded by Cllr Beavan. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved:  Grant application authorised. 

 

• Twinkling Toes Dance Academy 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles not to support the request. This was seconded by Cllr Lewis  

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application not supported. 

 

• Forgeside Community Garden 

It was proposed by Cllr Evans to support the request with a grant of £200 and to donate a 

bench seat from the council. This was seconded by Cllr Wheeler. 

Cllr Beavan proposed an amendment to support the request with a grant of £500 and to 

donate a bench seat with a plaque from Blaenavon Town Council.  
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This was seconded by Cllr Wheeler. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Amendment Agreed. Grant application authorised for £500 and donation of a 

bench seat.  

 

• Piping Hot 

It was proposed by Cllr Lewis not to support the request. This was seconded by Cllr Davies. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application not supported. 

 

• Botanic Possessions 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles not to support the request and to explore potential partnership 

working opportunities on a future project. This was seconded by Cllr Lewis. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application not supported. 

 

• Blaenavon Camera Club 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews to support the request of £250. This was seconded by Cllr 

Cowles. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application authorised. 

 

• Blaenavon Brownies 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews that the request be supported through direct payment of the 

hall hire to Bethlehem Chapel in monthly instalments, up to a maximum amount of £432.  

This was seconded by Cllr Beavan. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application authorised. 

 

• Torfaen Youth Project 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles not to support the request and to explore potential partnership 

working opportunities on future projects. This was seconded by Cllr Davies. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application not supported. 

 

• Blaenavon Blues AFC 
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It was proposed by Cllr Wheeler to support the request with a grant of £250. This was 

seconded by Cllr Cowles. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application authorised. 

 

• Shining Stars Photography 

It was proposed by Cllr Beavan not to support the request. This was seconded by Cllr 

Wheeler. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application not supported. 

 

• Black Diamonds Girls Rugby Blaenavon RFC 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews to support the request with a grant of £300. This was 

seconded by Cllr Wheeler. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application authorised. 

 

• Blaenavon Heritage Centre History Group 

It was proposed by Cllr Evans to support the request with a grant of £500. This was seconded 

by Cllr Beavan. 

All members in agreement.  

Resolved: Grant application authorised. 

 

Civic Awards Nominations 2025 

 

Members of the Public and Cllrs were invited to submit nominations for Blaenavon Town 

Council Civic Awards for consideration.  

 

Members discussed all the nominations received.  

 

• Youth Award - Awarded to: Thomas Caddick 

 

This was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Beavan. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Thomas Caddick. 

 

• Sports Excellence  
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It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Wheeler that no award be made in the 

Sports Excellence category for Emma Livings and Mike Tanner. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: No Civic Award to be granted to Emma Livings or Members of Blaenavon Town 

Council in the Sports Excellence Category. 

Members discussed potential candidates for a Sports Excellence Award. 

 

• Sports Excellence x 2 - Awarded to: Taylor Williams and Toby Green 

 

This was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Beavan. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Taylor Williams and Toby Green. 

 

• Volunteer of the Year - Awarded to: Mike Tanner 

 

This was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Lewis. 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Mike Tanner. 

 

• Business of the Year - Awarded to: Blaenavon Cheddar Company 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Beavan, that the Business of the Year 

award be awarded to Blaenavon Cheddar Company.  

 

Members discussed the nomination, and a vote was taken with 5 votes for the proposition and 

4 against. Proposal carried. 

 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Blaenavon Cheddar Company. 

 

• Outstanding Contribution to Blaenavon x 3 - Awarded to: Richard White, Victory 

Church, and Blaenavon Male Voice Choir. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Beavan, that the Outstanding 

Contribution to Blaenavon award be awarded to Richard White.  

  

All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Richard White. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Matthews and seconded by Cllr Cowles, that Outstanding 

Contribution to Blaenavon award be awarded to Victory Church.  
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All members in agreement. 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Victory Church. 

 

• Blaenavon Town Council Special Award 2025  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Beavan and seconded by Cllr Davies to reject Blaenavon Male Voice 

Choir for an award in the category of Blaenavon Town Council Special Award 2025. 

 

All members in agreement. 

Resolved:  No Civic Award to be granted to Blaenavon Male Voice Choir in Blaenavon 

Town Council Special Award 2025 category. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Beavan and seconded by Cllr Lewis to award Blaenavon Male Voice 

Choir an award in the category of Outstanding Contribution to Blaenavon. 

 

All members in agreement 

 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Blaenavon Male Voice Choir in the category of 

Outstanding Contribution to Blaenavon. 

 

• Blaenavon Town Council Special Award 2025  - Awarded to: Nicholas Beswick 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Wheeler and seconded by Cllr Matthews, that Blaenavon Town 

Council Special Award 2025 be awarded to Nicholas Beswick.  

 

All members in agreement. 

 

Resolved: Civic Award authorised for Nicholas Beswick. 

 

Recording confirmed as restarted by the Chief Officer at 20.25 hrs. 

 

Meeting ended at 20:25hrs. 

 


